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The Abufes of the Roav, and Ciry-Wartcu, 
€ Mc following Letter, came to my Hands a few Days ago, and well deferves 


a Place in this Paper. 


To the Inpepenpent ReEFLecror. 
SIR, 

. GENTLEMAN in my Neighbourhood, whofe Charity has often kept 

A me from perifhing, calling the other Day at my Houfe, and finding me in 
‘ Tears (which alas is no new Thing with me!) he enquired, with a 
* compaffionate Tone of Voice, the Reafon of my Sorrow. I frankly unbofom’d my 
« AfliGion, by relating my mournful Story. In particular, I told him the Hardfhip 
« I lay under, in being obliged to pay, towards the Expences of the Road, and City 
« Watch, as much as the richeft Man in Town. This I was enabled to reprefent in 
© the moft lively Colours, as the Impreflion of my lait Payment to the Road, was, 
« by Reafon of the peculiar Circumftances which attended it, ftill frefh in my Mind: 
‘ Thefe, Sir, I thall difclofe to you prefently. My Benefactor fympathized in my 
« Sorrow, and recommended to me, to tranfmit my Complaint to the Rerrecror, 
© who, fays he, I am confident will not defire a more grateful Employment, than to 
© relieve the Miferable, and lath the Opprefior. Accordingly I take the Liberty to 
‘unfold to you my doleful Hiitory, entirely fubmitting this Letter to your 
* Correction, not being, myfelf acquainted with the Beauties of a good Stile, tho’ 
‘I am fure the Subject is equally important and rueful. 


‘I was once, Mr. Refeélor, alas, could I recal thofe happy Days! I was once 


‘ in eafy, if not in affluent Circumftances. But my Hufband, in other Refpects, a 


* valuable Man, too fond of making a Shew beyond his Subftance, foon ran. thro’ 
*.the Fortune which I brought him ; and then, was him(felf remov’d by Death, leaving 
* me with two helplefs Orphans, in the greateft Poverty. My eldeft Child is a 
Boy of twelve, and my chief Support by felling Oyfters, the opening of which is 
‘our only Proht upon them. Miferable Degradation, from the Rank I ‘once 
* fultained, in my Youth and Profperity ! To thofe who have lived well, Poverty 
has a double Sting. May you, Sir, mever experience the fatal Truth! My 
* youngeft is a little Girl, juft turn’d of Eight. Poor little Nancy! the ftands 
now at my Elbow, and cries for a Piece of Bread and Butter, which I have 
not to give her. My Tommy juft now entered the Room, all fad and dejected, 
becgufe he had fpent the whole Morning, in felling but fifty Oyiters. Alas, my 
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* dear little Darlings, had we now but the thoufandth Part, of what your unhappy 
‘ Father has profufely fquandered ! ---Almighty GOD, who is the Father of the 
‘ Widow and the Orphan, relieve your and my Neceffities ! ‘If I write broken 
€ and inconnected, you Sir, will not be at a Lofs to guefs the Reafon. Juft now 
‘ my Tears, interrupted my Story ; but I will endeavour to refume it, or rather, 
* to relate the Occafion that introduc’d it. Know then, that inftead of having my 
* Sorrows alleviated, by the Provifion of the Public, they are aggravated under 
* Colour of Law. But, as I remember, my Hufband ufed to fay, the Law was never 
* contrary to Reafon. Some Time ago, in came a Fellow (he look’d like a 
‘ ‘Fhiefy and demanded Half-a-Crown, for working on the Road, and faid he 
‘ muft have the Money inftantly. As I found him to be a low-liv’d Fellow, I 
* was determin’d to give him no Reafon to infult me. But, if you'll believe me, 
* it was the laft Farthing I had in the Houfe. For Heaven’s fake, Mr. Reflector, 
* exert your Endeavours for my Relief ; and if the Publick does not lighten, let 
* it not increafe my Burthen. Let, at leaft, poor Widows be exempted from 
‘the Tax. [| have not feen the Road thefe ten Years; and, as for the Watch, 
* alas, where is our Property to guard? Yet I annually pay ‘Twenty Shillings, 
* towards thefe two Charges, which is a grievous Tax to one in my Condition. 
‘ If you reprefent my Cafe in your Paper, and remove this heavy Burden, I wilf 
« give you----all I have to give, my earneft Prayers fer your prefent Profperity, 
¢ and everlafting HappinefS ; and remain with the profoundeft Gratitude, 
Your Moft Humble Servant, | 
M. K, 


MerTuHinks this venerable Widow, may be fitly compar’d to a Pyramid plac’d 
in a Valley, which is ftill a Pyramid, notwithftanding its humble Situation. ‘There 
is a certain elegant Simplicity in her Letter, that difcovers the Politenefs of her 
Edueation, and fhews her to be a Lady, tho’ a Lady in Ruin. Doubtlefs the 
deferves a better Fortune, than fhe is Miftrefs of. But I hope her prefent 
Calamity, inftead of fubduing her Patience, or throwing her into Defpair, will raife 
her Hopes of being, e’er long, exalted to that nobler State of Exiftence, where all the 
feeming Irregularitics of Providence will be reétifyed, and the Ways of God to Man 
compleatly vindicated. In the mean Time, I fhould think myfelf happy, could I 
contribute to the Suppreffion of the Grievances that overwhelm her. I am obliged to 
her, for the good Opinion fhe feems to entertain of me, and which I am fenfible my 
Capacity doth not deferve, tho’ my Inclinations induce me to covet. It cannot be 
denyed, that the Subjeét of her Letter, is, as fhe herfelf exprefles it, equally wnportant 
and rucful,; and 1 can affure her, it has often been the Topick of my Meditation, and 
never without a Mixture of Compaffion and Horror. 


In every well policied State, the Legiflature has been greatly attentivé, to the 
Regulation of the public Roads. The Romans were extremely expenfive in their 
High-Ways ; and their Via Attica and Flaminia, were Works of incredible Magnificence, 
and are {till fufficient, tho’ greatly decayed, to give us a juft Idea of the Roman 
Grandeur. Nor hath our Mother Country, been indolent in an Article, of fo great 
Importance, to the Common Wealth. On the Contrary, the public Ways have 
often employed, the Confideration of the Britifh Parliament, and given rife to fundry 
Statutes in their Favour. We too, in this Province, have feveral Acts of Affembly for 
the Regulation of Roads ;* but unhappily, in one Refpect, they are all miferably 
deficient. They have provided no Security, againft the Frauds and Embezzlements 
of the Overfeers, nor made them accountable for the Overplus of Fines,---A great 


Opportunity to rob the Public ; and it is well if none have embrac’d it ! . 
UT 
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But the Act for the Amendment of the Road, from New-York to Kings-Bridge, is 
introductive of greater Mifchiefs than any of the reft. The Overfeers in the Counties 
can, at moit, be only infignificant Pilferers ; but it is in the Power of our Surveyor, 
to be a mighty Robber. They may finger the public Money by Shillings, but he 
can defraud his Country by Pounds, nay by Hundreds. 


Tue Act enacts, That the Road, as far as to the Houfe of Joachim Anderfon, thal! 
be repaired and amended by the Inhabitants, of all the feveral Wards of this City, 
except the Out-Ward, and empowers a Surveyor, appointed by the Juftices, to fummon 
fuch, and fo many, of the faid Inhabitants, at fuch Times and Places, and with fuch 
Tools and Carriages, as the Surveyor fhall think neceflary and proper. 


Now, this A& naturally occafions thefe two obvious Remarks. In the firf Place, 
it equally fubjeéts the Poor and the Rich, to defray the Expence of the Road; and 
fecondly, puts it in the Power of the Surveyor, to defraud both, of fuch Sums, as 
he, in his great Wifdom, fhall think proper. A very unequal! Diftribution of Taxes, 
and a Prerogative not inferior to that of an abfolute Monarch ! 


Wiru Refpe& to the firtt Point, nothing appears more unjuft, than for the Poor 
to contribute as much as the Rich, cither to that or any other public Expence. 
What ! fhall the penurious Widow, furrounded with a plaintive Circle of Orphans 
uncloathed, unfed, and almott unhous’d, pay for the Reparation of a Road fhe never 
ules, as much as the Man of Wealth and Affuence, who daily deepens its Ruts with his 
gilded Chariot? Whatever may be the Sentiments of others, concerning fo unequal, 
I had almoft faid, fo barbarous a Tax; I could never think of it without the 
greateft Surprize, that it has fo long efcaped the Attention of the Legiflature. The 
Subje& pays Taxes for the Support of the Government, by the Laws of 
which, he acquires a Property in his Acquifitions ; and by the Laws of which, 
he is fupported in the Enjoyment of fuch Property, Without Government, he 
could have no Property; and without Taxes there could be no Government. 
This is the grand Reafon of the Equity, as well as Neceffity of public Taxations. 
Whence the Abfurdity, of making the Man of little or no Property, contribute 
equally to the public Charge with the moft opulent Pofleflor. And, indeed, this. 
is our own Rule, or pretended Rule, in levying all other Taxes, except that of 
the Road, and the City-Watch ; and to what Fatality it is to be afcribed, that 
in thofe two only, we fhould blafpheme common Senfe, and fubvert the Order of 
Things, is humbly fubmitted to thofe at the Helm. 


Tue other Defect I mentioned, was, the Legiflature’s fubmitting it to the 
Difcretion of the Surveyor, to pocket the public Cafh, Nay, what is worfe, he 
may repeat his Depradations annually, and defraud the People of immenfe Sums, 
This is the more aftonifhing, as our Affemblies have in other Refpects, been juftly 
applauded for their prudent CEconomy, and parfimonious Difpofition of the public 
Monies. The Occafion, therefore, of their enabling an Overfeer of the Roads, to 
defpoil the City of Hundreds, muft to us, petty Mortals, remain an infcrutable 
Myttery. 

Wuar has been done by former Surveyors, I will not take upon me to 
determine ; but I am told, that every Family in this City, of which there are abcut 
Two Thoufand, are called upon at leaft twice a Year, to beftow a Day's Labour 
on the Road, or pay their Two and Six-Pence. I believe no Man that ever 
bluth’d, will pretend a Neceffity, for four thoufand Days Work annually, to keep that 
Spot of a Road in Repair. It would be an Affront to common Senfe, and an 
impudent Infult on the Public. Four Thoufand Men in a Day, might almoit cut 
a Road thro’ Mount Athos; at leaft they’ might make our Road vie with thofe of 
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antient Rome, and like forme of them, pave it with Pebbles. I am confident, it 
might be kept in good Repair, for lefs than One Hundred Pounds per Annum ; and 
yet four thoufand Days Work, at Two Shillings and Six-Pence per Day, amounts to 
Five Hundred Pounds. What becomes of the remaining Four Hundred Pountls, is 
no difficult Matter to guefs, it being notorious, that the greatcft Part of the 
Inhabitants of this City, inftead of going themfelves, or fending a Perfon in their 
Room, conftantly pay their Half-a-Crown on every Suminons. 


Tuis may be one Way of making a Fortune; but it is making it out of the 
Blood and Vitals, of the Poor and Wretched ! 


Tue City-Watch is another Grievance of the firft Magnitude. The Citizens are 
fummoned, at leaft four times a Year to watch, or pay their Two and Six-Pence 
to a Parcel of idle, drunken, vigilant Snorers, who never quelled any nocturnal 
Tumult in their Lives ; but would, perhaps, be as ready to join in a Burglary, as 
any Thief in Chriftendom. A hopeful Set ness to defend this rich and populous 
City, againft the Terrors of the Night ! Quis cuftodes ipjes cuftediet ? And yet this is 
a Charge on the Inhabitants, of a Thoufand Pounds per Annum; tho’ a_ good 
Watch might be maintained, for lefs than Five Hundred Pounds a Year. Whence 
it follows, that in thefe two Articlesy Nine Hundred Pounds might be annually 
faved to the City ; which of itfelf, is an ample Fund for a College, and more by 
Six Hundred- Pounds, than the yearly Intereft of the Money, raifed for erecting 
the College. Sic vos non vobis millificatis apes. 

Ir, therefore, it be impartial Equity, to proportion a Tax, to the Circumftances 
of the People: If it be great and glorious, to relieve the Poor, and allay the 
Calamity, of the Widow and the Orphan : If the Prevention of public Robbery and 
Oppreffion, be the Duty of the Legiflature ; and the diffufing Joy and Gladnets, 
through a thoufand Breafts, generous and God-like: If removing a general and 
well-grounded Complaint, be an Act of Benevolence, and the pleafing Tatk of 
Patriot-Statefmen; it is to be prefumed, that the Legiflature will {peedily remove 
thefe crying Grievances, nor fuffer it to remain in the Power of any Man alive, to 
accumulate a Fortune, by plundering his Country. X. & Z. 


H E Author defires all thofe wrathful Gentiemen, who, with the Devils in the Gefpel, 
fearing to be tormented before their Time, make it their Bufinefs to vi lify his Paper, by 
infinnating, that he intends to wwrite contemptuou/ly of Government, to forbear their Scurrilities ; 
a@jjuring then, that as their Apprehenfions, can only x ‘oceed, frem their own Gt iit, and the 
Terror of their Confciences : Such Infinuations, wiil prove fe far from deterring him cut t of his 
efign, that they will rather accelerate their Doom, sal provoke k; m, the fosner to make them 
the Marks of the public’ Refentment, as they have been the Authors of public Roguery.----He 
ers himjelf, be has, at leafi, as high a Regard fer a gp for Authority aad 
unprofiituted, as thofe who noterioufly debafe and pervert it; and hope, notwith;: landing, to 
Sfereen themjelves from Cenfure, by blending the Detection of their Iniguities, with a Con: tempt 
of their Offices. But he begs Leave to in farm them, that ** it is the Shrine he venerates, and 
© not the Beaft that bears 1t on bis Back. * Meiwdins sly he fhall ever treat Government, twhich 
fring and venerable, with the Honour and Reverence tt dejerves ; faving nevertheic/s; and 
vays referving to bimfelf, the Privilege of a free Briton, to expo/e the Abuies of Government ; 
and, when Occafion offers, to animadvert on the lawlels Condudc? of his Superiors, (ty fuch 
Conduét infinttely his Inforiars) with the Decency becoming a Gentleman, and the Spirit peculiar 


to an Englifhman.-------- N. B. J frail, in my next Paper, give thefe Wretches, the Idea of a 
Government, fuitable to their favith Difpofitions. ; 
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